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SUB J : JORDAN AND THE WEST BANK 
REF: AMMAN 2305 

1. AS FOOTNOTE TO REFTEL, MAJGEN VARDI, COORDINATOR FOR 
ISRAELI ACTIVITIES IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES (AND REPLACEMENT FOR 
MAJGEN SHLOMO GAZIT), TOLD US APRIL 26 THAT JORDAN IS ACTIVELY 
TRYING TO OBTAIN GREATER SUPPORT ON WEST BANK. GOJ, VARDI 
SAID, IS DOING THIS THROUGH A VARIETY OF MEANS: SELECTIVE PAYMENT 
OF SALARIES OF CIVIL SERVANTS (GOI IS ALSO PAYING SALARIES OF 
CIVIL SERVANTS). LOANS TO WEST BANK MUNICIPALITIES, AND 
THREAT OF POSSIBLE DISCRIMINATORY MEASURES AGAINST WEST 
BANK PRODUCTS EXPORTED TO EAST BANK. VARDI SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED MASRI FAMILY OF NABLUS IN THIS LATTER REGARD, SAYING 
THAT MASRI FAMILY HAD BEEN STAUCH HASHIMITE SUPPORTERS BUT HAD 
RECENTLY BEEN WAVERING IN THEIR SUPPORT OF HUSSEIN. JORDAN 
WAS ALSO TRYING TO INFLUENCE ARABIC PRESS ON WEST BANK AND IN 
EAST JERUSALEM INTO TAKING MORE HASIMITE LINE BUT WITHOUT TOO 
MUCH SUCCESS. FINALLY, GOJ HAD BEEN TRYING TO WIN WEST BANK 
STUDENT SUPPORT BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. 
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2. COMMENTING ON REPORTS THAT HUSSEIN MIGHT RENOUNCE HIS CALIM 
TO WEST BANK IN FAVOR OF PLO, VARDI SAID THAT HE THOUGHT IT 
UNLIKELY HUSSEIN WOULD TAKE THIS ACTION. HUSSEIN'S RECENT VISIT 
TO EGYPT HAD CONFIRMED ISRAELI BELIEF THAT HUSSEIN WOULD NOT 
RENOUNCE HIS CLAIM AND HAD SHOWN THAT HUSSEIN WAS USING THIS 
PLOY AS MEANS OF EXERTING PRESSURE ON ISRAEL IN ORDER BRING 
ABOUT SPEEDY NEGOTIATIONS. VARDI SAID THAT A FEW DELEGATIONS OF 
WEST BANK NOTABLES HAD MADE VISITS TO AMMAN IN ORDER TO URGE 
THAT GOJ NOT GIVE UP WEST BANKLIPBUT VARDI ADDED THAT HE 
BELIEVED GOJ WAS SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTED THAT MORE NOTABLESD 
HAD NOT MADE THE PILGRIMAGE. 

3. VARDI SAID THAT GENERAL POLITICAL TREND ON WEST BANK WAS TO 
HOPE FOR AN INDIGENOUS PALESTINIAN SOLUTION TO WEST BANK PROBLEM 
BUT THIS WAS MATCHED BY A GROWING AWARENESS THAT THERE MUST BE 
SOME LINK WITH JORDAN AFTER ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. THERE WAS CERTAIN 
DEGREE OF SYMPATHY FOR PLO ON WEST BANK, VARDI SAID. 

BUT THERE WAS ALSO FEAR AMONG IMPORTANT ELEMENTS THAT IF PLO 
WERE TO COME TO POWER, "KLASHNIKOV DEMOCRACY” WOULD FOLLOW. 

4. COMMENT: VARDI HAS SERVED IN WEST BANK MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT SINCE 1967 AND IS CONSIDERED KNOWLEDGEABLE 
OBSERVER OF WEST BANK AFFAIRS. HE ASSUMED HIS CURRENT 
DUTIES APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS AGO. 
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